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Family’s trees hold
special memories

B Milestones marked by
plantings over the ysars
By KAREN AUCHTERLONIE

Cf The Oakiand Fress

At first glance, jt
appaar that Todd and

Rachel hiave an affinity for
plantingspe  ——
ORION TWP.

cialey troes.

A ddoser
Ik, however,
reveals ikt they’ ro mone than
jusi irees — thav"re momorias,

"We always thought it'd be
mice to honor major events in
our lifetime,” Todd s3id. “This
seemed kind of permansmt
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stainless-steal made
caﬂjmmarkmmgs o

“Each troe we plant, we write
the vear, typo-of trae and what
the honaor 15, Jean said. AL
imall, we have 14 trees and @
plague For each ons,™

Since the first iree was
planted, the family — Todd and
Jean, plus thoir two smsand a
dmngitor — has passed many
milestones and grown substan-

e On the Web

bachelor's to master’s and even
a doctorate. The kids have mar-
ried and a conple have moved
oaiof state The ish-
ments, &8 well @s both and
Jean's retirement, are marked
Try trees. wearing the special

tRES.
Todas, Todd will celebrate his
Toh hirthday

withall the family coming back
here, from Minnesota, Chicago
and Gramd Blane and plant a

trea hape in hanor of me still

being alive,” Todd said jokingly
Each of the family's childron
is bringing a handfil of diri

from their homes that will ba

=ed to plant a Frongier Elm,

and the grandichildren are look-
ing forward to seeing the trees
that were planted in their honoe
“Evary child slwars knows

where their tree is and every

time they come here I take a

piciure.” Jean said.

A different trea has beom nsed
forazch coeasion, resulting in
the Rarhels having a wide-rang-
ing collection of troes on their
two-acre parcel. They have com-
mon trees, like a red maple, dog-
winod, o , askL, peach and
others, as well some more rars
types, [ike a thundercloud plum,
Eorean lilac and honey locust.
“My favorite is probably the
spiral cak, which I've nevar

— bottar than Aowers or some-
thing else.”
Rachels kave been
ing trees in their Crion
wnship vard sines 1900, ons
after moving into their
It started with a tree io
commemarze the marriage of
ome of thelr sons and the hi
school gradoation of & dawshter
“After ahout four of
planting iraes, said, “We're
i mﬂngatwhalmm
ﬁn ut"" Jean Riechal said.
After a littla research, thev
found a Rochester-based busi-
ness that creates sngraved,
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FRONTIER ELM

3 70th CELEBRATION

seem before. IS not very big yet,
bt it lnoks prewty cool —it's
tall and marrow as opposed o
meest oaks,” Todd said.

The trese tags, callad Tree Hug
pars, are 3 inches tall and & meh-
&3 wide, They're attached to the
treo with -3 tonsion spring, which
opens with the tree as it grows,

“Ht really lends itself tolasting
a lifetime in a really safe and

menner for the tnes,” said
Mayle, owner of the free tag
busmness, called A Family Tree

Mayle has been in business
for 10 years and finds that most

of her customers order tags ko
memorialize loved ones, which
is the samee reason that promipt-
&d her o start the business.
“T had friends who [ lost in
a car accident and the whole
thing with teddy bear and )
eroeses on He miadside momori-
als just didn't seom fiting, so1
started sketching, ™ Mayle said.
Reading some of the engrav-
ing orders that come in can
be difficult and uplifiing,
Mayle said.
~ “Wa just got an engraving
in thiat is 50 pretty If reads, 4

memory is @ garden where yes-
terdaw continues o bossom and
love continues to grow. We will
miss wou,"™" Mayle said.

The largs number of memo-
rials she handles makes the
Rzchels’ orders all the more
special Mayle said.

“Here is a family who has
planted all these trees and
thav're all for wonderful Iif
events,” Mayle said. "It's a great
living legacy”

Coriact saff writer Karen
Auchterionio at (248) 7464643
Of karen@oaipress com,



